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2021 was the sixth year for the Mōkihi Reforestation Trust. Operations wise, it was another successful

year of activity across our three keystone sites at Richards Beach (further planting plus maintenance),

45 th Parallel (maintenance) and Stuart’s Ferry (the second year of plantings). Included among the

Richards Beach sessions was a special memorial planting for our former chairman and founding trustee,

Mike Barra, who sadly passed away in 2020. This was attended by his family, friends and also

representatives from Wanaka Forest &amp; Bird with which he also had had a close association.

A central feature of the memorial was the planting of young Hall’s totara which is a pointer to what the

trust long term is hoping to achieve: demonstrate it is possible to return selected places in the Cromwell

Basin to fully mature dryland forest as existed before human arrival and landscape altering activities.

This objective being the driver behind two other significant achievements of the trust during the year.

In the first instance, our experience with Richards Beach, 45th Parallel and other smaller sites, and

determination to get Stuart’s Ferry right from the outset, led the trustees, as part of strategic objective

for 2021, into undertaking a full review. This included consulting with our sister Central Otago

reforestation trusts, researching latest developments and ideas as to what the pre-human vegetation

would have been, and holding a brainstorming session, as we continued to learn how best to establish

our range of plants in our challenging conditions. To cap this, in June, we commissioned dryland

ecologist, Kate Wardle, to review our plantings to date with a particular focus on species selection and

siting. At five years since planting commenced, a full range of species and sites could be reviewed on

the success and adherence to proper restoration technique and plant succession. A detailed report was

received and will prove most valuable as a framework for us to plan and plant sites well into the future.
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Secondly, during the year we completed the construction of our nursery at McNulty Inlet, which by the

end of the year was operating in its nascent hardening off capacity. This is an important step for the

trust as it now enables us to both acquire seedlings in advance of planting out, when those seedlings

are actually available, and enhance our planting success as from experience we have found that some

species struggle when planted out too young and fragile.

The timing of completion of construction of the nursery by October allowed us, in early November, to

host the annual hui of regional restoration groups there. This was attended by 23 people representing

seven separate groups but all with common restoration goals and issues. Prior to the hui commencing,

we took the opportunity to show the delegates our progress at Stuart’s Ferry and Richards Beach. We

also used this opportunity to officially open the Mokihi Reforestation Trust Nursery which was

conducted by Cromwell Community Board Member, CODC Councillor and Deputy Mayor, Neil Gillespie.

Much earlier in the year on 11 March 2022 we had held our AGM at the Lake Dunstan Boat Club, also in

the McNulty Inlet vicinity, with guest speaker former Minister of Conservation, Denis Marshall, speaking

as founder and chair of the New Zealand Nature Fund on the topic how the mechanics of obtaining

funding for conservation projects can work.

Liaison, making strong contact and building to partnership with other local community groups was also

a feature of the trust’s operations in 2022. This worked on two levels. On the one hand there were

special combined education and planting events with the likes of Cromwell Youth Trust. While on the

grander, more partnership side of things, two Memoranda of Understanding were signed. One with

Lake Dunstan Charitable Trust to ensure open communication channels and sharing of resources and

knowhow. Our connection and involvement with LDCT will both ensure consistency of restoration

plantings around the Cromwell Basin, as LDCT embark on their initial Bridge to Bridge project, and also

allow for a stronger Mōkihi voice in discussions over the challenges of habitat restoration in other areas

of Lake Dunstan. The second MOU was with Cromwell Rotary for the further development of the area

within Richards Beach signposted as Rotary Point. Plantings began in this area in 2018 with Rotary 

 planning significant more development with their group of committed and hard-working volunteers.

 

In July, our inaugural Administration &amp; Community Liaison Officer Kirsten Kyle resigned and was

replaced by the capable and efficient Jane Powe in October. We thank Kirsten for the enthusiasm and

professionalism she brought to the role in greatly improving our website, social media function and

many other essential administrative bits and pieces. We look forward to Jane’s input in running the

administrative side of Mōkihi which is becoming increasingly busy. Jane has already completed the

Friends of Mōkihi programme with some initial financial supporters on board. This side of the trust’s

operations – broadening the funding and community support base - has been slated by the trustees as a

prime strategic objective for 2022. And with Jane now fully on board, we look forward to completing

this Friends of Mōkihi programme this year as an important funding cog to ensure the trust’s continued

financial stability.



TRUSTEES 2021

BLAIR WALTER –  CHAIRPERSON

RICHARD LORD –  DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON

BARBARA ARMSTRONG – PLANT OPERATIONS

GREG LIND

NITA SMITH 

BRITTA SONNTAG  TREASURER FIRST HALF-YEAR

ANDREW SWANN –  TREASURER SECOND HALF-YEAR AND ONGOING

ADMINISTRATION & COMMUNITY LIAISON OFFICER 

KIRSTEN KYLE –  RESIGNED JULY 2021

JANE POWE –  APPOINTED OCTOBER 2021
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ACHIEVEMENTS

22
PLANTING DAYS

23
MAINTENANCE SESSIONS

1154
VOLUNTEER PLANTING AND

MAINTAINENCE  HOURS

884
PLANTS IN THE GROUND 2021

59
TRIPS BY TRUSTEES TO FILL

THE WATER DRUMS

6252
TOTAL PLANTED TO DATE

M Ō K I H I  R E F O R E S T A T I O N  T R U S T

113
VOLUNTEER NURSERY HOURS 
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Blair Walter

I would like to thank the dedication and efforts of the trustees in running the trust and in particular,

Barbara Armstrong who co-ordinated all the planting and maintenance days through 2021 (as well

for the previous year in 2020). Barbara has also meticulously managed the applications for and

subsequent monitoring of the grants that principally fund the plantings. I mention Barbara’s special

effort and energy at this juncture, as she and her husband are soon to leave Cromwell to return to the

lower North Island and as a consequence she is currently retiring as a Mōkihi trustee. We will be very

lucky if we can find anyone close to her level as a replacement. 

I would also like to extend special thankyous to two other trustees, Britta Sonntag and Nita Smith who

have also both recently retired from the roles, Britta in November 2021, and Nita earlier this year. Their

efforts as trustees have been both valuable and tireless, and we look forward to their continued

involvement in planting and maintenance days.

In addition, a big thanks to all the volunteers who regularly turn up to planting and maintenance days.

They are the heart and soul of our community focused trust. We also are very appreciative of the

grants, donations and in-kind support that we have received throughout the year that enables our

activity. 

Additionally, we are grateful for the presence and success of the Lake Dunstan Cycle and Walking

Trail. Thanks to the trail, which runs through all three of our keystone planting sites, and the significant

numbers that it is attracting, our plantings have become highly visible contributing to increased

community awareness of Mōkihi. The thriving plants at our three sites are a testament to all the time

and work committed and is something that all those involved with or contributing to Mōkihi can be

immensely proud of. Seeing our plants grow taller, flowering and becoming more water self-sufficient

in our challenging establishment environment gives us the confidence of our work in habitat

restoration in the Cromwell and Lake Dunstan surrounds.

 

 

WITH THANKS

M Ō K I H I  R E F O R E S T A T I O N  T R U S T

Chairperson


